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‘Peace swimmers’ visit isle on world campaign
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News Sa/f Wriker
GALVESTON A trie of United
Nations staff wsembers swam in

" the 58 degree waters of #he Gulf of

Mexica off Galvestorr Teland Sem-
day as part of their “peace swim”
t'urnﬂﬁa world.

Adhiratha Keefe, 38, Sunil
Pavidson,~88, and Shraddha
Howard, 32, arrived ja Galveston

afternoon, fwesh from &
ene-mile swim eariter Mhat day o
Mobile, Ala’'s 52-degree wales.

Howgrd peam in the chilly Gaif

wateg for an heur, cewering two
and one-half miles. The other twe
adherpdtotheir one-mileplan.
Pegge Swims wepe stariad a8 »
way o promote public awsreness
Ahat e UN has declared 1086 a8
the Wtermational Year of Pepoe,
Howgrd said. They begam an Jan.
1 m Miroshima, Japan, while the

UN staff members were par-
'trieipting in a Peace Comtert
our.

“It seemed fike a perfect place
to start swimming to M atten
tion to world peace,” Davidson
recalled. Hundreds of people
watched as t swam 1 miles
around ‘s sacred If-
sukushims Shring on Miyajimsa
lsland the site m the Ameri-

dreppad an atomic bomb to
eﬂWorldW»ll
ncewm

The overwhelmi
WAR en

Nagasaki, mther 50de Japt
oS¢ cnt&m small chfidren

: wler caryyi:? signe
for peace, thoy dpcided to con-

tinye,

plegn swims hgve taken
thewm to klda Geargia, Loui-
siana, Miswp Alahpma and
now Texas. Pyture wookond peace

swiras will take them te Bermuda,

_Puerto Rico, Panama and the

VirginIslands.

Swimming is a great Jove of al)
tiwoe, and was easily selected as
their way to help the word
for world peace, Davidson said.
He and Heoward are training to
gw;ne the Zl-lml;( el'.‘églth p(l!.lamnl

ptember; e t
o swim {he ehannel Wm

time. Last year's wlrn M Wm Y

Hoyrs, S5m

:‘t‘mate, praying l:: world peqce
bodies for upcomins chmy
water,

Keefe and Daviduo are
# the

cian ig{"‘"" A “s.m&?: MHoer

traveling Daftm?h Dheuva Hein.
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By ARLENE BATTISTA
News Staff Writer i
GALVESTON — A trio of United
Nations staff members swam in
the 58 degree waters of the Gulf of
Mexico off Galveston Island Sun-
day as part of their ‘“peace swim”
tour of the world.

Adhiratha Keefe, 38, Sunil
Davidson, 38, and Shraddha
Howard, 32, arrived in Galveston
Sunday afternoon, fresh from a
one-mile swim earlier that day in
Mobile, Ala.’s 52-degree water.

Howard swam in the chilly Gulf

water for an hour, covering two
and one-half miles. The other two
adhered to their one-mile plan.

Peace Swims were started as a
way to promote public awareness
that the UN has declared 1986 as
the International Year of Peace,

~ Howard said. They began on Jan.-
- 1 in Hiroshima, Japan, while the .

UN' staff members were par-
ticipating in a Peace Concert
Tour,

“It seemed like a perfect place
to start swimming to draw atten-
tion to worl peace,” Davidson
recalled. Hutfdreds of people
watched as they swam 1.25 miles
around Hiroshima’s sacred It-
sukushima Shrine on Miyajima
Island, the site where the Ameri-
cans dropped an atomic bomb to

end World War I1.

The overwhelming reception
was encouraging, so they went to
Nagasaki, another bombed Japa-
nese city. When small children
entered the water carrying signs
for peace, they decided to con-
tinue.

American swims have taken
them to- Florida, Georgia, Loui-
siana, Mississippi, Alabama and
now Téxas. Future weekend peace

“Peace swimmers’ visit

swims will take them to Bermuda,
Puerto Rico, Panama and the
Virgin Islands. ,

Swimming is a great love of all
three, and was easily selected as
their way to help spread the word
for world peace, Davidson said.
He and Howard are training to
swim the 21-mile English Channel
in September; Keefe is planning
to swim the channel for a second
time. Last year’s swim took him
14 hours, 55 minutes.

Before entering into the Gulf
water, the swimmers paused tc
meditate, praying for world peace
and readying their minds anc
bodies for the upcoming chilly
water.

Keefe and Davidson are
UNICEF staff members at the
UN; Howard is a color lab techni:
cian at the UN secretariat. Their
traveling partaer is Dhruva Hein.
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isle on world campaign

Staff photo by Arlene Battista
Howard, Keefe and Davidson ready to swim





