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'Peace swimmers' visit isle on world campaign
•jrAttFNWrnSTA
{*«»«*/•"*•*«•

OALVESTON - A trte of Unite*
Natioiw staff awnbers swam in
the 58 degree waters of UK Gulf of
Mexico off Gahrestorr bland Sim-
day as part of their "peace swim"
teureflfte world

A*nratha Keefe, 38, Stroll
Dav(dson,"8fl, and Shraddha
Howard, 32, arrived in Oalvestw
Sunday afternoon, ftresfc front *
wie-mile swtm earlier tkat day In
Mobile, Ala.'a 52-degree water.
Rowan* twain in the chilly Guff
water for an Imir, cemriufc tw°
am* aM-Mf miles. B* idwr taw
adh«r»d to their one-m«eplan.

HMK Swims w*w st«rto«» w »
way t* prwnote public nmtmKTt
that «*» ON has (declared 1«« m
the International Year of Peace.
Howinl said. They began w J«*
1 in Hiroshima, Japan, wfijle the

UN staff members were par-
licifBting to a Peace Concert
Tour.

"It teemed tike a perfect place
to start swimming to draw atten-
tion to world peace," D*vidson
recalled. Hundred* of jteopte
watched as they swam IX milca
around Ulraalitoa'* satred H-
sukushinw ShHn» on Mlyajima
Island, tkr «H» «tor» the Ameri-
eai* drepptd an atomic bomb to
e»f World War II,

The overwhelming r«eefUw<
wai eneourgging, so they «*M t*
fejpsaki, anther fiombfd J«|Hh
Mae eity, Win small cWdren
•MlWMt ft* wpler carrying signs
for peace, they froiM w con-
tintw,

Aflmrkm swims hive taken
ft** to plqrida, Gewgia, Loui-
siana, Misajaaippi, Alahwna and
now Texas. Future wMkam) peace

swims will take them to Bermuda,
Pwrto Rico, Panama and the
Virgin Islands.

Swimming » a great love of at)
three, and was easily selected as
tMr way to help spread the word
for world peace, DavMson said.
He and Howard ar* training to
swim the 21-mile EogHsh Charm*!
in 'September; Keefe is plaimhif
to swim Ite efcanml tar • second
time, bast ytwr'a twtai took him
HhDWfeSSmkitites.

More entering im« Ihe Gulf
watw, the swimmers pawed to
•Mdttate, praying for ««rM peace
Mi readytM their minds and
fca*f for ffie upcoming chilly
water,

Keefe and Pavtrfaon areUWCEF ttatt mwnheni »t the
UN; Howprd it a color M techni-
cian at Hw UN secreMrlat. TMr
traveling partnef If Uhniva H«ln.

MaffHwtvl^ArinwVattHta

Howard, Keeft *»dD*vld9<Ht ready to swim
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'Peace swimmers' visit
ByARLENEBATTISTA
News Staff Writer

GALVESTON — A trio of United
Nations staff members swam in
the 58 degree waters of the Gulf of
Mexico off Galveston Island Sun-
day as part of their "peace swim"
tour of the world.

Adhiratha Keefe, 38, Sunil
Davidson, 38, and Shraddha
Howard, 32, arrived in Galveston
Sunday afternoon, fresh from a
one-mile swim earlier that day in
Mobile, Ala.'s 52-degree water.
Howard swam in the chilly Gulf
water for an hour, covering two
and one-half miles. The other two
adhered to their one-mile plan.

Peace Swims were started as a
way to promote public awareness
that the UN has declared 1986 as
the International Year of Peace,
Howard said. They began on Jan.
1 in Hiroshima, Japan, white the

UN staff members were par-
ticipating in a Peace Concert
Tout

"It seemed like a perfect place
to start swimming to draw atten-
tion to wor||"-peace," Davidson
recalled, fftttfareds of people
watched as they swam 1.25 miles
around Hiroshima's sacred It-
sukushima Shrine on Miyajima
Island, the site where the Ameri-
cans dropped an atomic bomb to
endWorldWarll:

The overwhelming reception
was encouraging, so they went to
Nagasaki, another bombed Japa-
nese city. When small children
entered the water carrying signs
for peace, they decided to con-
tinue.

American swims have taken
them to Florida, Georgia, Loui-
siana, Mississippi, Alabama and
now Texas. Future weekend peace

swims will take them to Bermuda,
Puerto Rico, Panama and the
Virgin Islands.

Swimming is a great love of all
three, and was easily selected as
their way to help spread the word
for world peace, Davidson said.
He and Howard are training tc
swim the 21-mile English Channel
in September; Keefe is planning
to swim the channel for a second
time. Last year's swim took him
14 hours, 55 minutes.

Before entering into the Guli
water, the swimmers paused tc
meditate, praying for world peact
and readying their minds and
bodies for the upcoming chillj
water.

Keefe and Davidson are
UNICEF staff members at the
UN; Howard is a color lab techni-
cian at the UN secretariat. Their
traveling partner Is DhruvaHein.
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isle on world campaign

Staff photo by Arlene Battista
Howard, Keefe and Da vidson ready to s wim




