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THIS LITTLE BOOELET

B ' & 5 DEDICATED TO THE

: . MEN WHO BUILT THE
\ ALASKA HIGHWAY.
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All ithe material in this book has been spproved by olficial censor.
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The building of the Alska Highway i3 2
mighty schievement. It is almcw incredible,

It is an epic of engineering—not o mach
bacause of the mesheg, heavy timber or other dilfi-
culties emcoundered, or the Inaccessibility of the
country through which it runs, but becsuse of the unprecedented speed with which ihe 1,600.mile
highwway was built.

Someday, the siory of the building af thiz grest highweay will be but & llglmd—um af The
morih.

It iz an sdventure sory o tell friends around the hieath of an evening . . . a ibary of shardy
maen with COUrage. lgis & ﬁ-,’."ﬂing siory of fortinede and ingenuity . . . & tribute &5 the Llnited States
Ay Compa of Eng.inl.cn... American civilian workers and & Few Canadians,

Construction ol the highway will go down in histery a8 ong of the colomal schigvenents
al man, working under the most difficult conditiars in all dindi of weather.  The highway a4 it sandi
it a real tribube to thede men fram every part of the cantinent who proved to themselves and the weeld
that they have all the spirit and fight of their pioneer lorelathers.

They smashed through & back doge te Aleska in less than eight months.  They buile & miliary |
highway For the defence of the wewern kenisphere; For an ofensive sgeinst the enemy,
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one. Few like it.  To the toush men whalk

Strategically, The Rosd cog

\ Alarka.  Supplies can ge by air d : & great roube by land that snakes over some
ol the wildei bt mow pcturesgife Youtest L
The Rowd is withouw parslikd . in the histary of friendship between nations,
*
E;
I;:n.
e

Built and paid for by S il wi : trmf.'.-ir-i-di-ll'bﬂh wiar, giving the Daminian
taurist stiraction of

e greatest wild-animal region in Caneda, The Bosd skirts
; . 1 d opens a new world far the searching tourist—the warld oy
the husky dog, d boloriul sold rush deys of 98, o

tain passes, beside glimmering lakes and arcient glistening alaclers.

Canadisns, especially thase living in the west, are looking 1o the Alasks Highway and csher
rioethern projects as the means of apening millises of sgusre miles of riches. The country is thick
with mirerals, and it potentislities in fur and tinber are almosn beyond imegination,
| When the war i4 won and post-wie problens of rehabilitation confrost Cansdian sutharities,
| they may well tum their attention 1o the grest rorthwest, where lies Canada’s wealth.  Just 4 the

Y Tertile prairies ofered opportunitiet in the birth of the wen, 0 may this untapped coumry be develop- ’A";__,. }
ed when the peacfiof the world iy stsued and men wimn to the task of rebuibding the nation. J._/f‘ |
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We Will Dare™" “Wewill iy we will dare™ is the notts of the US. Corps of
Engineers, builders of the Panana Lanal They eried, they dared, they succeeded. Bt it wa ne
cinch. They smashed the highway into being, thousends of them, using the Rren road-building
equipment ever snembled.  They
puithed through slmom  every
canceivable ype of country ex

[ 21 dr-\.rrl

Lang just a dream in the
-||F-'_|'\. o meEn, “‘!‘ E"_:il:,i S H
braught about by the war Dt
ok Aaming battle Frans around
the world o awabken both
natices 8o the ineshmable walue
af & link with America’s — ower-

52a% provinee.

The ta governments bar-
got about ted tape, the hypo-
thetical boundary line Deteeen

CEb, ATTEE A DAYS WO the two couniries, and bamed o0
the green ligh

The men enployed in building The Eosd si¢ 4 se crosssection of Americens There are
caeks, clerks, larmers, nerchants, lowyers, doctars, probemions] soldiers, wailars, tnack driver, mimnen,
mechanics and acoowntant; oh Fect, men Irom reeailly Every trade and profession. Befare shey wen:
neath, most of then had enly a rudimentary knewledge of rosd constrction. Some of the units
were white, cthers calored.  Among them were a sprinkling of Mbxicans, Chinese and Indians.

They came rem Maine io Califormas, and from Washington b Florida, represering all gronds

v
‘deen wauth’” and their dow scautherm drawls con

o
: gl
trasted 1|‘|q||1|v weith  the olove-c l|:|L'|""=‘| weonds "-\'F LT r%ﬂ 'n\....-
A 1k -
o

and colars, Some came from cempd |scated in the (_,—

Canadians . v k|
| H:r..-"f'-.__ uw)

[i?

Ta these men, many of them in their reenties |
commruction of The Eoad sevoured of high sdvenbare :-M"- II':"'".
It was pioneering of the e thesr snoescn bad
dene in the winning of e west.  Adventure in the \ Ay
morth  had been drematized in mowies and pulp .

magazines.
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The Alaska Highoray

They pitched into the task with typécal American enthusissm, though many of them had linle
comception af the hardships and discomforts ahead. But in wpite of all thase hardships and the face
they Licked recreaticnsl facilities, they never wavered in their determination to finish the job.

Humar displayed itsell everywhere. There was a ot of wisecracking. Road sigm recalling
Familiar scemes back hame were lound around the comps. A pathway through the woods might be
48nd Sereet and Broadwey, there were signs of well-known produces, arows showing the way o
might clubs and rosd howses, and the sl Los Angeles gity limits marker.

Cold Greets

Fi“‘t T'WF’ Cin & blesk, sub-zers marning in March, 1948, the bt American roops
ever i set foot in this area, stepped From a roop trein et Dawaon Creek, B.C., £nd of the Morthern
Alberta Raibways. They were the vanguard—ausrternasters troops charged with the responsibility
of essblishing a railhesd camp for the thoussndi of engineer roops who would follaw.

Ereen the time they entered Canada, the saldiers had been given a hearty welcome st stationd
where their train stopped for water o¢ repairs.  Though their coming was a secret, the news af an
American traop tan im iown spresd like wildire. The Canadisns geve them a5 best & wesbenn-
Canadian weleome & pomitle under the cirgiameances.

The saldiers pitched their tents, and made resdy to receive the engineers that sterted to armive
the next diy. I was no picnic, setting up that camp in the cold slong & wind-swent railway. Train
alter train arrived with soldiers and equipment, and soon heavy tracks and [eeps wene Faniliar sights
in Dwwian Creek.

Similar advance parties cane ino Whiseharse, Yukon, throush Skagway via the White Pass
and Vukos Rallway. A colosed wnit went in through Alatks and started work near the Yukon-
Alsskan Barder.

Aa Dawsen Creek, the work of the soldierss became a race sgsinst bine.

Morth of the town and scross the frozen Peace River, there was & govemment-graded din
highway. In wister, the road crossed the ice, in summer, tavellers cromed by ferre.  In be-
paveen sestans when the river was freezing or when the sce wet naving out, the river could net
be croased.  The ice usually went out in April.

The engineers had a real problem on their hande b
was  ementisl that they et all pomible equipment and
men across that river before the ice wemt out—a bresk-up
which might lam several weeks and prevent the engineers from
getting an early stari in bailding The Raad.

Twenty miles on the csher side of the Peace lay Fon
5t John, & small settlement, which soon becene o base camp
for the engineers.
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Once soross 1o the nerb-Sde of the Peace, the
engineeri had another r:-rnblqir- arth fram Fort Si. Jokn and

alérng 4 marrocw winber - weat Fort Melson, & trading
peit, The winber r ved  owver scores of miles of
migkes, « b f raad is all right in winter
when the g Tr but in summer it's soggy muck

AR

Ihe Command wasted engineer units io e building the high-
wetry aut af Fart Melsan, but the problem waes bs get them

o)
’Idrdl"-d- their equipment cwer the wirer rosd snd into Fort

Melson before the muikeg thawed ard rivens went aub

Hevwewn Fon 5t John and Fort Melson, i@ was
nathing but & wild, desalate country, some of It unes
plored,

So the race io Fart Melaa searied

Dvivers wheeling multiple-tived srucks with irailers
atsched, began to shutile back and forth ever the bumpy
P50 miles. Farmers' trucks snd comese companies were
predad imo service. It wat & rece againit the thaw—
a IlEll..!h. tifing race that
tawed bk Wamina of the
sirongest.

The men warked long
ihifte,  Matars were seldam
turnied off. Dvivers relieeed
ang another but ke Erucks
continued the lomg anind
Jeme men worked dey and

Coming down these grades
o with seversl tom cof equipment

and I'u:ll:;;d_'au-: ff:



ﬂ

T o

.:._U.‘h—ﬁqMﬁ ﬂm .
.-;J"'-"F-ﬁ—-a---rl"' Cody, .
=4 __"_"nuju r_1I||l H[:z =Noth

The days became brighter and the thew started,
bt they kept n; "-;l_lrldrllrl; im a #ea af mud, showing and
winching their way rarth,

River ice began 1o heave. The engineen laid down
sewdirtt and planks b prevent thawing where truchs crofied
the rirwers

Just a5 rivers |locked as though they were going o
bresk up anel muskeg become impassble, General From
came alang one might and Froze the whole route tighter
tham an igeberg.

seneral Frost, incidertal ¥, i 4 cousim of Hussias
General "Winter

lce cracks in rivers weere cemenied, the soggy muskes
froze stiff, and everpone danced with glee. |t geve the
saldiers an extra week po ger their supplies nonh e Fon
telsan. Hundseds af trucks swere used day and n H""‘

A pilat wha Rew slong the route ocne night waid,
"That sresch to Fost Melsos looked like Brosdweay. e
seemed be be Dt up all the way with the headlighss of
'_|||:J1 -

Fimally, rivers started bo g6 @t Ban the engineers

hed woon the st round

There was still the sirplang. Men, machines and
|c|g.d T L\':l'.ﬂ.-l'. [ ir] AIFEHIIT IR Ihr FRE ]

Bushmen Aid

w [ tl"' H oute A meast immediately, work wid
starbed on America’s "Bema” road.  Adr reconnaiiiance
and ground survey panties alded by experierced Camadian
bushmen established the spprowimste route.  These tureey
panties were the firt white men ever o &t oot in pans ol
that lisile known hirterland

At Brat, mosd construction wai wnder the command
al Hr|g:|-d|¢r-|:1¢'\.:r¢| William H, F"ﬂgl. but lack of
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134 )// The Alaska Highioay

communications between working points ceused comtruction to be divided into iwo seciors.  The
‘Whitehorse or naorthern sector was placed in charge of Brig.-Gen. Hoge, and the Foet St John ar
souikern secior under Colonel (now Brig.-Den.) ) A ¥ Caonnar.

Gien. Hoge biad Four engineer regimenis in hiz secior and Gen. ' Connar had three regiments
in the sowihers seciaor. There were, of cowse, sitached sncillary troops.

When wark god under way, there were uniis working north from Fart 56 John; otk and
wauth from Fori Melsos; morith and sowih from poings in the Whitehore sres, and in Aliiks il

Chriginal plan For the soldiers woas to build a “toke” raad, aver which sguipmen could be
heuled and supply lines eitablished. The “tote’” road then would be widened, wraightened, gravelled
ared generally beausht up to rosd standardy by civilisn contractar working under the Public Boads
Administration,

The ariginal ides was abandosed, hawever, when it becane certain that o uniting of all the
harces, engimeers and comtrecsanm, wat needed 1o complewe the sssignment by the end of the year
War in the Pacific might neq wait for the carps to Baish i35 job and the PLEA. in 1k

Rauwghly, The Rosd fallowed ehis route:

1. Beginning a8 Dawsen Creek, BC., 400 miles mortbowest of Edmonton and end of the
MLAR., cver & government dint kighsvay marth ta Fort 51 John, 85 miles £ Y

2. From Fort 5. Johs, where the highway leaves & lairly woel| inhabited disirict and plunges
into densely-wooded, rolling country, morth 1o Fort Melson, B.C, 250 miles,

3. From Fort Melson, & irapper’s paradise, past mountaing rortvwest b2 Watson Lake, on the
¥ulon-Britith Columbia barder, 350 milen.
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5. From Whitchorse, past bessibul Klsamne Lake
and skirting 51 Eliss mowntain renge, corossing the
Alghran-Yukon boeder, northwest to Fabrbanks, Alasks,
SO0 miles.  The last 100 miles of this seciion 15 & part
of the Kichsrdson le which has been wsed for

ome bne.

e
R

The whale totaks nesdy 1,800 miles, the wast majority o
country, where brown besrt and grizzlies had lived without

TOURESTS PARADISE

then nonhees o "Whitehaorse,

the way through reugh, wild
man's interference,
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| Swath is Cut E
Thruug‘h Eu’h The ensineers toak the lesd, smash-

img dewn méllicns of trees and cutticg & wide wweath thraugh
: ] the cowiry. Ewery conceivable type of obmacle wai mes,
byt the highesey had ta be pushed through st all costs. Enginesr
olicers were giver a good deal of leeway and did not stick b
larmal road-puilding technigue

The accent wai on drainage, and ariginal ipecihcatiard et dowen sersed only as @ guide
As It stood in the spring of 1943, the highway wai about 84 Fest wide, sufficient for & bwe-lane
roed. Considerable weork, such a5 permanent bridges, grading, savelling and sraightening, were
im the plans Far 1943

Beyond Fort Melson, The Bosd rises ragidly and mountsing are in view most of the way, Five
surrmits were med af elevabions of between 3,500 and 4,200 feet sbave sea level.

The arbers crosses many rivers with eolarful Indian and noothern namei.  These include the
Cut Bank, Peace, Sikinmi, Muskws, Upger and Lower Lisrd, Tesling Lewees, Tanana aed others.

In some places, cantracting outhis did pioneering work, but senerally they followed in the
wake of the engineers impraving The Rosd and bringing ik up ba mnimun requirements. Sometimes, the
clviliam c by-paised one another as their section of the Righway was completed.




Ine thee far north, work dd not get inta full swing until June. One unit, leaving the White
Pass and Yukan Railwey st Carcroes, starbed to build €t to the highoaay, reaching it et o paint known
af Jsbei Corners; abowt 50 miles south of YWhibcherie. This unit then pushed southeast,

Arather unit in the morhern secior made (s way by a halrly direct waler roue 1o & paint
100 miles nutct,nf Whitehorie, where a base canp was established.  Menbers of this engineer
unit starbed work, ;

ﬁd\ direstians,
o Seriking south fram ‘Whiteharse, the Dowell Construction
| Company snashed thrawsh for sbout 50 miles.  The engineers worked
narth from Whiteharse For 280 miles to near the Alskan border.

el -

Z Troops in Alatks were reinforced by civilians working for
-'.-"'-., Lytle and Green, a censtractian frm.  They warked in o southeasterly
ill direction.

| il_ X

1 “With mary undis working In.bﬂ-tl'- direciices from bate cenps, |
it wasn 't many manths wnill they neared one amother and |
I.uull|'|l bulldozer mei bulldazer.

Dl.l'in' all thiz iime, the men
weorked under tough canditions.
Frigid nighis, mud, dust, !
's{l rain that chilled to the |
. bone, hot days, black
Ries, gnati snd millions
upon millians of thirsty [
mokguibiel were aaly {
a lew af the hardships H
encauntered.

It's & wough life
In thie rorth even Far
hardened irapoers and
Incdians

They cuszed The *
* Fosd im0 being in & 1
dozen  American  ac-
cEnkL

A fewr men weere
lest in accidenis, others
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lell sick.  Hut all of them warked with the greateit pasiible speed.  Many of them were inex-
perienced bushmen or road-builders, bt practicel experience is the bes reacher and it wasn't long
kefare each of then became profcient in his spocial line,

The highsway nunning over nuskeg praved to be one ol the biggest headaches.  Long stretch
hed to be cordursied and equipment and men wallowed in the sea of dine. Rivers and streans were

beidged with pontoon siruchees.

The bulldozer was a land bettleship.  ~“We just walk "em down, shove ‘em aside and let
“em lay,” woas the comment of one “cat” driver.  He was talking about the endless miles of rees.

Behingd the dazers came grading erews thet roushed out the roadway with mator graders
ard pull blades. Then culverts were built ard covered, drainage paths nade and gravel thrawn dawn.
Serapers built up the $4-foat road,  There was olenty of gravel, slihough some of it had be e kauled
lang distances.

North Towns 18
Hﬂﬂﬂ in Hll-!l'l The Rosd passes through pwo inportent semlements, Fort St John and
Whibehorse.

With the inflyx of huredreds of cinlians and engineer trocps, these pleces boomed., | But it
was old stult for Whitehorse, where grizzled prospecton of ‘28 once set their pakes on the bar alter
morths of searching for “the muck called gold” The country arsund Whitehome is datted with
the broken cabirs of these getrich-quick miners. A few of the cebing were put to uie again byt
men fallowing the rail of “42.

The cibin of San McGee, whise crenation Bobert W, Service described long before McGee
had passed on, hed been set aside 45 an hisbarical morunent.  Bui it's back in uie again.

Yikan steamers uied in 08, pulled high and dry on the river bank st Whitehome, were uzed
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Before Start #b&h# AW; befare hd fj:"?&.l“j} ¥
weas Hon, James A, Ma:r;inr-;-r-,' Minister of Thale and Conmerce in - .d.% L';“l:'-l'trnll 3

Here is what be has to say about The Road: ) .J"f:'}"'l V¥ #{

“The new rosd known &
the Alasks Highway, now beirg
cansbrucied theough Canadian
terrisory under LL5. suspices and
to ke wrned over io Cansda on
the conclusion of kestilites, opens
wenendous possibilities of we
Fulreess; meot anly in wartime but
in pescetme & well.

“This profect urdaubited-
Iy will stimulate to 4 very grest
extent the development of od-
jacert matursl resourges in the
spheres of  mining, lumbering,
fishing ared oil production.  Adter
the war, this rosd i bound to prove & megnet bo bowids, making #ocess to the most scenic partions
of Morth America & well & 1o one of the world's moit atiractive big-gane hunting sreass.

THE MIGHTS WERE FRIGID

“OF particular significance 15 the Fact that the Alisks Highwey will fom an indispeniable
link in thet great chain of connecting roads which canstivute the masber Pan-Smerican highway, con-
necting the bwo continerts of this hemisphere.

“This system will be the longest snd mast strategic in the warld.

“Nitbem the war i§ won and oppartunities for long-disence mataring hecome once more
available to large numbers of people, it will be poasible to travel by car from padnts in the Yulon,
and in Alssks to the ot southerly communities of Latin Arerisa.

“This rosd will not only open up fresh svenues o trade and military co-operstion, but slic
i internstianal friendship and understanding. A reasonsble discerning glance inbe the heture will
show that this same Alsiks Highwaey i destingd to forn part of the land comnunications system wrhigh
will Tellew the route af round-the-warld airways. These airways will connect the larger centers
in easbern Cansda and LLS. through Edmenton o Alasks, Russis, lapan anel the Far East.”

Road Links

MII‘I'}' Pﬂﬁj The Rodd conrects 4 numker of sirpoms which were under consbraction
by Canadian sutherities befare the war.  These sirparts were used for a conmercial girling ba Alasks
by Yukon Southern Air Transpert, Lid.

(457
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IFICIAL CPEMIMG, MOWEMBER 20eh, 1945

'

Befare the opening dedication ceremanies, "War Secretary Stinson sunned up the achieve-
ment of The Rowd in these warnds

"Ten thausand soldiers divided inta sewen army engineer regiments amd 000 civilian k-
men under the dirgesion of the Public Roads Adninisiretion completed the job in slighthy nore than
wix months, They pushed Forward et the rate of eight miles a day, bridged 200 sireams ared rivers

3 Py ¢t and laid & roadway 84 Feet beoween ditches.  The highest point, between
g' ' _,l" Fart Melssn ard ‘Watson Lake, reached an alticude of 4 218 Feet.”

£xh). |
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ROHLIMG HILLS, DEMSELY WOO0ED
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Truck Convoy

Mlktl Tl‘iP It was & Wbedow zera day, Movember T, 1948, when The
Boad was opened with ceremony st Saldiers’ Summit, overlaoking Elusne Lake, anid & scene of areat
besuty. Aler the red, white ard blue ribban was cut, o convey af truchks left Far Fairbanks, the
Brat trucks to travel aver the highweay From Dawesan Creek ba Fairbanke

Han, lan Aackensie, Cansdlen Minister of Perdions and Matioasl Health, and E L
Bartlett, Acting Govermor of Alssks, cut the ribbon, releasing For the narthern frant & food of
wear supplies vital 1 the sirength of the Lnited Meations. y

The ceremony concluded with a bend playing the national anthems of Canads and the
LIS, Flags of the two nation: were raised.

General O'Cannar described the Rewd a5 4 “unigue tie” between the twe coumries and
declared ke hoped it would be Man m#ﬂluﬂi kand of understanding between sur lansds.”

The ribbon was held by Four enlisted men of the LLS. Engineers, Cpl. Refines Sing, Jr.a megro
soldier from  Philadelghia, and  Pre. Alfred Jalubka, of ‘Eernedy, Tesas, represestifpg the
northern sector, and Master Sat, Andrew E. Doyle, of Philsdelphia, and Cpl. John T. Reilly,
of Detroit, representing the sswthern seciar.

There were many other oficiali presest, including Maj.-Gen. G. B Pearkes, V.C., officer
commarding the Pacific Cost Command far the Canadian Ay, and 0, 5, Bright, engineer in
charse of the permanent rosd for the PRA.  Scarlet-coated Rowal Cimadian Mownted Police
Fram the Carerass and Dawson City detachments lent real calar o the scene.

It was & great day for Dr. Charles Cansell, Cansdisn Conmissoner of the Morthwest Terri-
tories, wha was preseni. He ssid, “To no one does this highwey mesn more tham it
daes o me. b eraverses my own country, For | owas barn at 4 sl trading post on the Liard River.

A & woung man | ramped scross this country on nawshoes (mosesrch for gobd. | have
canoed dowm many of it rivers in the course of seclogical explorations.  In later years, | have Rown




acraes it by sirplanes.  les appeal to me, therefore, i strong, even thaush o you, the builders of this
highway, it mey have sppeared harsh, forbidding and inkospizeble,”

It weas & grear day for all Canadisns and Americars.

Civilian Hu'p

Gi\rt“ Flliie The wark of civilian contractors under the Pubdic Boads Administratian
deserves a great deal of praive.  There were 55 of these companies, engaging &,000 men, the largest
civilian horce ever 1o ke empleved an ane road-building job.

The companies worked under the supervision of mansgement cantractars, end these included
the lalkowing: Okes Construction Campany, 5t Paul, Mina,, B, Melville Smith Camgany, Lid,, Tarsns,
Dewell Construciion Conpery, Seatle, Wash.; Lytle and Green, Sicus Falls and Des Muoines, lowa,

Independent contractors were: Genersl Conatruction Comparry, Lad., Grenwille lsland, “an-
couver, B.C,, E. W, Elliott Company, Seatte.  Miller Construction Conpany, Ednonton, was awarded
a coniract for pole line construction, with Ciman-Smith, MNestwille, Tenn., as sub-contracior.

Road Hi:.tnr-,r h

I' Iﬂt‘lr‘tlt“‘g The histary of The Road long before consinection  began s an
InlgFditing ane.

In 1998, the subject of the hl.ll'||:|irtg ol a thw.::.r to Alacka wat broached by am American,
but ke warted the route to travel through Bestish Columbis. His idea weas givwen cormederable
publiciey and eventaally & commision was appoinbed by the LS. to study its Feasibilie.  Agitation
Far this B.C. route eontinued in spasng for o number of years,

However, it seered that neither the American or the Cansdisn govermment wai taking any
serious note of the passibility of & highwoay thiswgh Canada b Alasks. Depresiion helged 1= kill salk,

In 1933, agitation sgaim began ta grow both north and south of the 40ts parallel.  The LIS, S
izsued & report on s possikeilivies, and the Canadian government appeinted 4 comnission b eonsider
the B.C. route. The commission wis headed by an Albertan, Han. Charles Spewart.

There weas little thought &t the time For & prairie reae. All the tlk was aboul & parsdice
fer tourists, and that the route shauld go through the mountsinous counerg of B.C, idesl For scenic
beauty,

Ajg talk abaut 2 raad i!'h:l'l'd!-ll:'. weesherner: begsn o point out the sdvizshilicg af & route through
the prairies, Pomnibility of stiracting thoussnds of tawrizes wae ween and more and more pecple ook

@%ﬁl#‘rfﬂh ik raute.
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In 1938, the U5 government appainted the Alaskan |nt'=rfrﬁi':'ﬂﬂ|:Hi'!-h“"'l" Comnision
and the Canadian government co-aperated by appointing anather cnnnini-ar-'_whi:h became knensm
a5 the British Columbia-Yukon-Alsska Highway Commissian. Some_work wat scconplished.

A7

Al thiz time, prairi€ ceganizations were tring b3 gt recognition Far thelr proposed route.

Everually, sroups interested in the prairie route bath in Caneds and the L5, formed an
organization knawn e the United States-Canada-Alasks Prairie Highwey amaclation, This associe-
iian was divided inte two branches, a Canadian section under 1. A, MacKenzie, of the Regina Board

af Trade, and am American sectian, under
H. Halwersan, af Minat, Mesth Dakota,

The twa graups made FEpresentaticns
o Oitawa and to ‘Weshingion, givieg
sourd and eonsiructive arguments for the
prairie rouke,

Then war stnuck in the Pacific.

Ancther interesting festure of The
Bosd i4 the simple agresment between
Canads and the LS,

1. The LLS. was bz baild The Road,
wiing engineer troops for surveys and
initial eosmruction

. Cansdisn and American con-
tracioes were to be used, opersting under
the Public Roads Administration of the U5,
for Follew-up contract wark.

3. The LS. wes to maintsin the
highweay wntil six mosths afeer the cessation
af thie war unless Canada desined & return
af the Caradian portion of The Rosd before
that time.

4, Cansda was o walve impon
duties, tolls and cther charges for traffic
mowing berween LS and Alaska,

5, Caneda alss was 1o permit use
of rock, gravel, timber and octher materials
along the highway.
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, JALES aoul lie ot

Soft wimps of grey smoke rose From the chimmey of
an isolaved log cabin in the wast, wncharted wilderness
narth of Whitehorse, Yukon.

Mrs. Dorothy MacKiniosh reflecred as she watched
the Hames through the open door in her mountain sove
leap ard dodge.  Sparks broke free, sputtered snd died.

She was alone, a lone white woman in a4 wild,
frazen hinterfand.

She looked back on the day when she had
graduated fram Columbia Lniversity with the Degree of
Dactor aof Philoscphy.  She and her hisband had come
b the Yukon seven yeant ago,  He wa g formsr member

“CCIPPER IO CLDEST INDIAM af the Morhweit Mamted Police during the Elondike
AT BUPRASH LAMDNG gald rush, and hed returned to the country be leved b
try and resain his health, takineg his wife with him.  They
setibed ot Bear Creek, 100 miles ran Whitdhorie.

Three wesrs Later, in 1938, hier haland died while the couple was an & visit 1o the cuiside.
Life in the north war mare attractive for Ber tham her paeive Califarnia sa Mro. MacKintash returned
ta Bear Creek.

5he eperates a little trading post, terding to the wants of Indisre, trappers and prospecton

She smiled as she relaved in an essy chair.  She smiled because civilization, from which she
and her hisband had Aed, had been brought 1o her own front doar.

¥es, conitmaction of the Aleks Higkrwsy brought civilization to the daor of Mrs, Mackin-
eosh's trading podt cabin.  And it made her happy.

Indians liwing in the sgarsely-inhsbited country thrapeh which The Posd runs thoughe :hr_
wihite men who came 1o build the highweary were crary.

e of the chiels inihe Fart Melsan ares came upon & huge bulldozer pushing s way ithrough
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giant trees.  Laber, telling the shory of meeting that “morster” the chief said, | thawsht it was the ald
devil himself, kicking doveen brees and dlggin-; in the earth,”™

Even-tempered and philosophicel, the Indians couldn’t grasp what all the speed was sbout.
They understood that a rosd was being buily, but why, they sibed, was everybedy In such a hurry?y

Yhen tald shaut Hitle's plans for world conguesi, ane of them sald, "What's he want all
that Lend for, ke sure die iome day.”

LIS, Engineer saldlers arriving in Fort St Jahn about March 19th 2at in pantsans tewed behind
trucks,

As they rode through the town they waved and cheered from their places in the pantooed,
which eventually were used to lm'lr.'lp: rivers and streams. 1% woas a new wrinkle Bor Falks i this ‘I:I'i;i-ing
paasi bowem

“Imagine,” one woman ssid ai the watched them gaing throuwgh the toown, “seiting 1o 5L
John by boat.”

There's one Indian, Gecrge Jobnsion, of Teslia Bay, who thinks the Alasks Highwaay is a seell
idea,

In 1933, Georse purchased an sutomabile sfter & good sesson on bis trep line. The car was
shipped by rail and waber about the sane time & George realized that cors need roads,

Undsunted, he cleared cut three miles of
read through the bush, decided ta make the car
pay for itsell by operating it up and devan his
priwate rasd and charging kit friends for plessure
ridher,

The Alaska Highweay may help George's
[T THA

American soldiers have oued the peiky
nooquiboes in 4 dozen dialects. The wories abow
these “dive-bomben™ are many and varied. There's
one soaut how bwo saldiers Blled & huze madquita
with several hundred gellons of gessline belare
they realized it wain't 8 Douslen ranipost.

Two medquitoes in & tent were discussimg the merits of two sleeping dowghboys,  Oine said,
“Let's not eat then here. Let's drag then outside."”
“(Ch, no," the other reglied, “'if we do the big Felloves will get then.™
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| s bsarn In 17598, )
J' | vt eanceived n the mind of a trader whese intrepid search for
lewvely, gleaming, lunsricaus furs to deck milady's shoulders at the King's Cour
in Lm&m_, braizght him far up the Saskstchesan River, =

| Foure ary Besi heme in the Fori which my creator built, sherdy and m-:-:; from the pines amd
spruce. | was nurtered among the Indians and a Few whites who came b trade.

| remembier the Brst oo cart. In the epes of the man and weaman in carried | saow reflected my
UEF::“- | sawe more come by saddle, cotean, covered wagan. "®ives and children joined husbands
a4 ef5.

Their producis filled th ies amd the sheds. The rallrosd came . . . the imnigrant
- . . For the Lnd heucn: is good ﬂﬁf’i’féiﬁm are Festile, ihe rivers broad snd stored beneath :rm:
wiery riches of heaven—coal, oil, salt.

| sent my sons away in 1914 but when they rewmed, new life came to me,  Strength was
sdded o grength, and my vision grew wide & the grest nomhland iself. . Rsdium, gold, silver, zing,
lead, pungsten; iran.

| ti lsng in wesrs powe Soon | shell see my ong hundred snd Afey-second year.
But | am ﬁiidf"sﬂm, Inan yeung agein.  The pride and vitality of youth Baws through "I-t-r

| strowe because | wan earthbound.  But mow | have taken ko the sir and the world is an my
doarstep.

g I see Bussia, China, Japan, India, just ver my borders, and to reach them yoa aust come through

my home.

| am not satishied et | saw the fur trader come—I spurred him an, and his bundles are noow
e cer, | saw the farmer come—| inspired him, his produce illdl the workd of hung
people. | saw the pianters come—menchant, minister, fermer, builder, nevaman, industrialist, pilot.
:hfl'f'm,ﬂ them all go achieve.

But | #m noi sailsfed.  Bows | send then inta felds I;'hl:r did not resch yesterday.

| #m che spirit of & new warld; | am the spirit af induitry and Enbenprise.

| am the spirit of Edmorton.—R.T.R.







