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Truck Convoy

Mlktl Tl‘iP It was & Wbedow zera day, Movember T, 1948, when The
Boad was opened with ceremony st Saldiers’ Summit, overlaoking Elusne Lake, anid & scene of areat
besuty. Aler the red, white ard blue ribban was cut, o convey af truchks left Far Fairbanks, the
Brat trucks to travel aver the highweay From Dawesan Creek ba Fairbanke

Han, lan Aackensie, Cansdlen Minister of Perdions and Matioasl Health, and E L
Bartlett, Acting Govermor of Alssks, cut the ribbon, releasing For the narthern frant & food of
wear supplies vital 1 the sirength of the Lnited Meations. y

The ceremony concluded with a bend playing the national anthems of Canads and the
LIS, Flags of the two nation: were raised.

General O'Cannar described the Rewd a5 4 “unigue tie” between the twe coumries and
declared ke hoped it would be Man m#ﬂluﬂi kand of understanding between sur lansds.”

The ribbon was held by Four enlisted men of the LLS. Engineers, Cpl. Refines Sing, Jr.a megro
soldier from  Philadelghia, and  Pre. Alfred Jalubka, of ‘Eernedy, Tesas, represestifpg the
northern sector, and Master Sat, Andrew E. Doyle, of Philsdelphia, and Cpl. John T. Reilly,
of Detroit, representing the sswthern seciar.

There were many other oficiali presest, including Maj.-Gen. G. B Pearkes, V.C., officer
commarding the Pacific Cost Command far the Canadian Ay, and 0, 5, Bright, engineer in
charse of the permanent rosd for the PRA.  Scarlet-coated Rowal Cimadian Mownted Police
Fram the Carerass and Dawson City detachments lent real calar o the scene.

It was & great day for Dr. Charles Cansell, Cansdisn Conmissoner of the Morthwest Terri-
tories, wha was preseni. He ssid, “To no one does this highwey mesn more tham it
daes o me. b eraverses my own country, For | owas barn at 4 sl trading post on the Liard River.

A & woung man | ramped scross this country on nawshoes (mosesrch for gobd. | have
canoed dowm many of it rivers in the course of seclogical explorations.  In later years, | have Rown




acraes it by sirplanes.  les appeal to me, therefore, i strong, even thaush o you, the builders of this
highway, it mey have sppeared harsh, forbidding and inkospizeble,”

It weas & grear day for all Canadisns and Americars.

Civilian Hu'p

Gi\rt“ Flliie The wark of civilian contractors under the Pubdic Boads Administratian
deserves a great deal of praive.  There were 55 of these companies, engaging &,000 men, the largest
civilian horce ever 1o ke empleved an ane road-building job.

The companies worked under the supervision of mansgement cantractars, end these included
the lalkowing: Okes Construction Campany, 5t Paul, Mina,, B, Melville Smith Camgany, Lid,, Tarsns,
Dewell Construciion Conpery, Seatle, Wash.; Lytle and Green, Sicus Falls and Des Muoines, lowa,

Independent contractors were: Genersl Conatruction Comparry, Lad., Grenwille lsland, “an-
couver, B.C,, E. W, Elliott Company, Seatte.  Miller Construction Conpany, Ednonton, was awarded
a coniract for pole line construction, with Ciman-Smith, MNestwille, Tenn., as sub-contracior.

Road Hi:.tnr-,r h

I' Iﬂt‘lr‘tlt“‘g The histary of The Road long before consinection  began s an
InlgFditing ane.

In 1998, the subject of the hl.ll'||:|irtg ol a thw.::.r to Alacka wat broached by am American,
but ke warted the route to travel through Bestish Columbis. His idea weas givwen cormederable
publiciey and eventaally & commision was appoinbed by the LS. to study its Feasibilie.  Agitation
Far this B.C. route eontinued in spasng for o number of years,

However, it seered that neither the American or the Cansdisn govermment wai taking any
serious note of the passibility of & highwoay thiswgh Canada b Alasks. Depresiion helged 1= kill salk,

In 1933, agitation sgaim began ta grow both north and south of the 40ts parallel.  The LIS, S
izsued & report on s possikeilivies, and the Canadian government appeinted 4 comnission b eonsider
the B.C. route. The commission wis headed by an Albertan, Han. Charles Spewart.

There weas little thought &t the time For & prairie reae. All the tlk was aboul & parsdice
fer tourists, and that the route shauld go through the mountsinous counerg of B.C, idesl For scenic
beauty,

Ajg talk abaut 2 raad i!'h:l'l'd!-ll:'. weesherner: begsn o point out the sdvizshilicg af & route through
the prairies, Pomnibility of stiracting thoussnds of tawrizes wae ween and more and more pecple ook
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In 1938, the U5 government appainted the Alaskan |nt'=rfrﬁi':'ﬂﬂ|:Hi'!-h“"'l" Comnision
and the Canadian government co-aperated by appointing anather cnnnini-ar-'_whi:h became knensm
a5 the British Columbia-Yukon-Alsska Highway Commissian. Some_work wat scconplished.

A7

Al thiz time, prairi€ ceganizations were tring b3 gt recognition Far thelr proposed route.

Everually, sroups interested in the prairie route bath in Caneds and the L5, formed an
organization knawn e the United States-Canada-Alasks Prairie Highwey amaclation, This associe-
iian was divided inte two branches, a Canadian section under 1. A, MacKenzie, of the Regina Board

af Trade, and am American sectian, under
H. Halwersan, af Minat, Mesth Dakota,

The twa graups made FEpresentaticns
o Oitawa and to ‘Weshingion, givieg
sourd and eonsiructive arguments for the
prairie rouke,

Then war stnuck in the Pacific.

Ancther interesting festure of The
Bosd i4 the simple agresment between
Canads and the LS,

1. The LLS. was bz baild The Road,
wiing engineer troops for surveys and
initial eosmruction

. Cansdisn and American con-
tracioes were to be used, opersting under
the Public Roads Administration of the U5,
for Follew-up contract wark.

3. The LS. wes to maintsin the
highweay wntil six mosths afeer the cessation
af thie war unless Canada desined & return
af the Caradian portion of The Rosd before
that time.

4, Cansda was o walve impon
duties, tolls and cther charges for traffic
mowing berween LS and Alaska,

5, Caneda alss was 1o permit use
of rock, gravel, timber and octher materials
along the highway.
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SHOW.CAPS THE YEAR BOLMD




