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5. From Whitchorse, past bessibul Klsamne Lake
and skirting 51 Eliss mowntain renge, corossing the
Alghran-Yukon boeder, northwest to Fabrbanks, Alasks,
SO0 miles.  The last 100 miles of this seciion 15 & part
of the Kichsrdson le which has been wsed for

ome bne.
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The whale totaks nesdy 1,800 miles, the wast majority o
country, where brown besrt and grizzlies had lived without

TOURESTS PARADISE

then nonhees o "Whitehaorse,

the way through reugh, wild
man's interference,
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| Swath is Cut E
Thruug‘h Eu’h The ensineers toak the lesd, smash-

img dewn méllicns of trees and cutticg & wide wweath thraugh
: ] the cowiry. Ewery conceivable type of obmacle wai mes,
byt the highesey had ta be pushed through st all costs. Enginesr
olicers were giver a good deal of leeway and did not stick b
larmal road-puilding technigue

The accent wai on drainage, and ariginal ipecihcatiard et dowen sersed only as @ guide
As It stood in the spring of 1943, the highway wai about 84 Fest wide, sufficient for & bwe-lane
roed. Considerable weork, such a5 permanent bridges, grading, savelling and sraightening, were
im the plans Far 1943

Beyond Fort Melson, The Bosd rises ragidly and mountsing are in view most of the way, Five
surrmits were med af elevabions of between 3,500 and 4,200 feet sbave sea level.

The arbers crosses many rivers with eolarful Indian and noothern namei.  These include the
Cut Bank, Peace, Sikinmi, Muskws, Upger and Lower Lisrd, Tesling Lewees, Tanana aed others.

In some places, cantracting outhis did pioneering work, but senerally they followed in the
wake of the engineers impraving The Rosd and bringing ik up ba mnimun requirements. Sometimes, the
clviliam c by-paised one another as their section of the Righway was completed.




Ine thee far north, work dd not get inta full swing until June. One unit, leaving the White
Pass and Yukan Railwey st Carcroes, starbed to build €t to the highoaay, reaching it et o paint known
af Jsbei Corners; abowt 50 miles south of YWhibcherie. This unit then pushed southeast,

Arather unit in the morhern secior made (s way by a halrly direct waler roue 1o & paint
100 miles nutct,nf Whitehorie, where a base canp was established.  Menbers of this engineer
unit starbed work, ;

ﬁd\ direstians,
o Seriking south fram ‘Whiteharse, the Dowell Construction
| Company snashed thrawsh for sbout 50 miles.  The engineers worked
narth from Whiteharse For 280 miles to near the Alskan border.
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Z Troops in Alatks were reinforced by civilians working for
-'.-"'-., Lytle and Green, a censtractian frm.  They warked in o southeasterly
ill direction.

| il_ X

1 “With mary undis working In.bﬂ-tl'- direciices from bate cenps, |
it wasn 't many manths wnill they neared one amother and |
I.uull|'|l bulldozer mei bulldazer.

Dl.l'in' all thiz iime, the men
weorked under tough canditions.
Frigid nighis, mud, dust, !
's{l rain that chilled to the |
. bone, hot days, black
Ries, gnati snd millions
upon millians of thirsty [
mokguibiel were aaly {
a lew af the hardships H
encauntered.

It's & wough life
In thie rorth even Far
hardened irapoers and
Incdians

They cuszed The *
* Fosd im0 being in & 1
dozen  American  ac-
cEnkL

A fewr men weere
lest in accidenis, others




