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The Alaska Highoray

They pitched into the task with typécal American enthusissm, though many of them had linle
comception af the hardships and discomforts ahead. But in wpite of all thase hardships and the face
they Licked recreaticnsl facilities, they never wavered in their determination to finish the job.

Humar displayed itsell everywhere. There was a ot of wisecracking. Road sigm recalling
Familiar scemes back hame were lound around the comps. A pathway through the woods might be
48nd Sereet and Broadwey, there were signs of well-known produces, arows showing the way o
might clubs and rosd howses, and the sl Los Angeles gity limits marker.

Cold Greets

Fi“‘t T'WF’ Cin & blesk, sub-zers marning in March, 1948, the bt American roops
ever i set foot in this area, stepped From a roop trein et Dawaon Creek, B.C., £nd of the Morthern
Alberta Raibways. They were the vanguard—ausrternasters troops charged with the responsibility
of essblishing a railhesd camp for the thoussndi of engineer roops who would follaw.

Ereen the time they entered Canada, the saldiers had been given a hearty welcome st stationd
where their train stopped for water o¢ repairs.  Though their coming was a secret, the news af an
American traop tan im iown spresd like wildire. The Canadisns geve them a5 best & wesbenn-
Canadian weleome & pomitle under the cirgiameances.

The saldiers pitched their tents, and made resdy to receive the engineers that sterted to armive
the next diy. I was no picnic, setting up that camp in the cold slong & wind-swent railway. Train
alter train arrived with soldiers and equipment, and soon heavy tracks and [eeps wene Faniliar sights
in Dwwian Creek.

Similar advance parties cane ino Whiseharse, Yukon, throush Skagway via the White Pass
and Vukos Rallway. A colosed wnit went in through Alatks and started work near the Yukon-
Alsskan Barder.

Aa Dawsen Creek, the work of the soldierss became a race sgsinst bine.

Morth of the town and scross the frozen Peace River, there was & govemment-graded din
highway. In wister, the road crossed the ice, in summer, tavellers cromed by ferre.  In be-
paveen sestans when the river was freezing or when the sce wet naving out, the river could net
be croased.  The ice usually went out in April.

The engineers had a real problem on their hande b
was  ementisl that they et all pomible equipment and
men across that river before the ice wemt out—a bresk-up
which might lam several weeks and prevent the engineers from
getting an early stari in bailding The Raad.

Twenty miles on the csher side of the Peace lay Fon
5t John, & small settlement, which soon becene o base camp
for the engineers.




t

e

.

L

\ 2y

|

.:i‘ amghl: some for &0 howrs &t a

Q‘_ Pespretch.  Grades were REED,
wh 2 few a1 d5-degree angles

"ﬁ ]
w0 :t'ﬂﬂdld behind prowed ericky

".!l'
'.‘ 5 Fi!.- 5

L7

cﬁ":‘fﬁ " The _.—’}T.'."u.t.l:.u ._.‘Iff[-_)l.lru ay

r
Once soross 1o the nerb-Sde of the Peace, the
engineeri had another r:-rnblqir- arth fram Fort Si. Jokn and

alérng 4 marrocw winber - weat Fort Melson, & trading
peit, The winber r ved  owver scores of miles of
migkes, « b f raad is all right in winter
when the g Tr but in summer it's soggy muck

AR

Ihe Command wasted engineer units io e building the high-
wetry aut af Fart Melsan, but the problem waes bs get them

o)
’Idrdl"-d- their equipment cwer the wirer rosd snd into Fort

Melson before the muikeg thawed ard rivens went aub

Hevwewn Fon 5t John and Fort Melson, i@ was
nathing but & wild, desalate country, some of It unes
plored,

So the race io Fart Melaa searied

Dvivers wheeling multiple-tived srucks with irailers
atsched, began to shutile back and forth ever the bumpy
P50 miles. Farmers' trucks snd comese companies were
predad imo service. It wat & rece againit the thaw—
a IlEll..!h. tifing race that
tawed bk Wamina of the
sirongest.

The men warked long
ihifte,  Matars were seldam
turnied off. Dvivers relieeed
ang another but ke Erucks
continued the lomg anind
Jeme men worked dey and

Coming down these grades
o with seversl tom cof equipment

and I'u:ll:;;d_'au-: ff:
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The days became brighter and the thew started,
bt they kept n; "-;l_lrldrllrl; im a #ea af mud, showing and
winching their way rarth,

River ice began 1o heave. The engineen laid down
sewdirtt and planks b prevent thawing where truchs crofied
the rirwers

Just a5 rivers |locked as though they were going o
bresk up anel muskeg become impassble, General From
came alang one might and Froze the whole route tighter
tham an igeberg.

seneral Frost, incidertal ¥, i 4 cousim of Hussias
General "Winter

lce cracks in rivers weere cemenied, the soggy muskes
froze stiff, and everpone danced with glee. |t geve the
saldiers an extra week po ger their supplies nonh e Fon
telsan. Hundseds af trucks swere used day and n H""‘

A pilat wha Rew slong the route ocne night waid,
"That sresch to Fost Melsos looked like Brosdweay. e
seemed be be Dt up all the way with the headlighss of
'_|||:J1 -

Fimally, rivers started bo g6 @t Ban the engineers

hed woon the st round

There was still the sirplang. Men, machines and
|c|g.d T L\':l'.ﬂ.-l'. [ ir] AIFEHIIT IR Ihr FRE ]

Bushmen Aid

w [ tl"' H oute A meast immediately, work wid
starbed on America’s "Bema” road.  Adr reconnaiiiance
and ground survey panties alded by experierced Camadian
bushmen established the spprowimste route.  These tureey
panties were the firt white men ever o &t oot in pans ol
that lisile known hirterland

At Brat, mosd construction wai wnder the command
al Hr|g:|-d|¢r-|:1¢'\.:r¢| William H, F"ﬂgl. but lack of
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134 )// The Alaska Highioay

communications between working points ceused comtruction to be divided into iwo seciors.  The
‘Whitehorse or naorthern sector was placed in charge of Brig.-Gen. Hoge, and the Foet St John ar
souikern secior under Colonel (now Brig.-Den.) ) A ¥ Caonnar.

Gien. Hoge biad Four engineer regimenis in hiz secior and Gen. ' Connar had three regiments
in the sowihers seciaor. There were, of cowse, sitached sncillary troops.

When wark god under way, there were uniis working north from Fart 56 John; otk and
wauth from Fori Melsos; morith and sowih from poings in the Whitehore sres, and in Aliiks il

Chriginal plan For the soldiers woas to build a “toke” raad, aver which sguipmen could be
heuled and supply lines eitablished. The “tote’” road then would be widened, wraightened, gravelled
ared generally beausht up to rosd standardy by civilisn contractar working under the Public Boads
Administration,

The ariginal ides was abandosed, hawever, when it becane certain that o uniting of all the
harces, engimeers and comtrecsanm, wat needed 1o complewe the sssignment by the end of the year
War in the Pacific might neq wait for the carps to Baish i35 job and the PLEA. in 1k

Rauwghly, The Rosd fallowed ehis route:

1. Beginning a8 Dawsen Creek, BC., 400 miles mortbowest of Edmonton and end of the
MLAR., cver & government dint kighsvay marth ta Fort 51 John, 85 miles £ Y

2. From Fort 5. Johs, where the highway leaves & lairly woel| inhabited disirict and plunges
into densely-wooded, rolling country, morth 1o Fort Melson, B.C, 250 miles,

3. From Fort Melson, & irapper’s paradise, past mountaing rortvwest b2 Watson Lake, on the
¥ulon-Britith Columbia barder, 350 milen.




